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Detailed Action 

1. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 8 -10, 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Koyama. 

With respect to claim 1 , Koyama teaches a method for selecting prints 
comprising the steps of: 

Receiving an image (from a scanner according to col. 41, lines 15-20); 
determining an orientation of said received image (see col. 541, lines 53-62); calculating 
a range of image sizes(of 1 and 2 bytes) for printing based on a plurality of factors (such 
as aspect ratio, compression rate and available dummy pixels); selecting image sizes 
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based on the rotation of the received image, see col. 41, lines 63-69 and col. 43, lines 
1-10. 

With respect to claim 2, Koyama teaches receiving a user preferred image 
size (user designated picture parameters);and determining (via information file 
management, according to col. 42, lines 1-3), whether the user preferred image size is 
within the range. See also col. 41, lines 1-10. 

With respect to claim 4, Koyama teaches determining an aspect ratio. See 
col. 42, lines 27-30. Koyama teaches calculating a range of image sizes(of 1 and 2 
bytes) for printing based on a plurality of factors (such as aspect ration, compression 
rate and available dummy pixels). 

With respect to claim 8, Koyama teaches discriminating orientations of printed 
documents. See col. 41 , lines 63-69 and col. 43, lines 1-10. 

The orientation of a landscapes and portraits is anticipated by Koyama since this 
data is among many that could be included on printed matter that is discriminated with 
respect to the orientation of the image. 
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With respect to claims 9 and 15, Koyama teaches a plurality of factors (such as 
aspect ratio, (col. 42, lines 27-30) and compression rate and available dummy pixels 
and resolution col. 41, lines 15-22). 

With respect to claim 10, see memory 6a. 

With respect to claim 12, Koyama teaches receiving an image (from a 
scanner according to col. 41 , lines 15-20); determining an orientation of said received 
image (see col. 541 , lines 53-62); calculating a range of image sizes(of 1 and 2 bytes) 
for printing based on a plurality of factors (such as aspect ratio, compression rate and 
available dummy pixels). Koyama teaches a predetermined minimum number (as 0) as 
the less than a predetermined max number of pixels (255 for 8 bit representation). 

Koyama teaches a printer 2 for printing the image according to the size within 
the range. 

With respect to claim 13, Koyama teaches , Koyama teaches receiving a user 
preferred image size (user designated picture parameters);and determining (via 
information file management, according to col, 42, lines 1-3), whether the user 
preferred image size is within the range. See also col. 41 , lines 1-10. 
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2. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3 , 14 and 17-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Koyama in view of Nakata 

With respect to claim 3, Koyama teaches all of the subject matter upon which 
the claim depends except for the selecting of the user preferred image size in 
response to the user preferred image size being within said range and selecting the at 
least one of the image sizes in said range for printing said image in response to said 
user-preferred image size falling out of the range. 

Nakata teaches selecting the user preferred image size for printing said 
image in response to said user preferred image size being within said range; and 
selecting said at least one of said image sizes in said range for printing said image in 
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response to said user preferred image size falling outside of said range (see col. 1 , line 
66 -col. 2, line 27) 

Since Koyama and Nakata are both directed toward printers for printing images 
of different sizes based upon different factors, the purpose of selecting the image size 
with respect to a certain range and selecting images falling outside a certain range 
would have been recognized by Koyama as set forth by Nakata. 

It would have been obvious to modify system controller 6 of Koyama or other 
management software or systems for selecting pictures that were within or without a 
certain range which has been designated by that system. 

With respect to claims 14 and 20 , Koyama teaches a printer 2 for printing 
said received image within a range. Koyama teaches all of the subject matter upon 
which the claim depends except for the selecting of the user preferred image size in 
response to the user preferred image size being within said range and selecting the at 
least one of the image sizes in said range for printing said image in response to said 
user-preferred image size falling out of the range. 

Nakata teaches selecting the user preferred image size for printing said 
image in response to said user preferred image size being within said range; and 
selecting said at least one of said image sizes in said range for printing said image in 
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response to said user preferred image size falling outside of said range (see col. 1 , line 
66 -col. 2, line 27) 

Since Koyama and Nakata are both directed toward printers for printing images 
of different sizes based upon different factors, the purpose of selecting the image size 
with respect to a certain range and selecting images falling outside a certain range 
would have been recognized by Koyama as set forth by Nakata. 

It would have been obvious to modify system controller 6 of Koyama or other 
management software or systems for selecting pictures that were within or without a 
certain range which has been designated by that system. 

With respect to claim 1 7 , Koyama teaches a method for selecting prints 
comprising the steps of: 

Receiving an image (from a scanner according to col. 41, lines 15-20); 
determining an orientation of said received image (see col. 541, lines 53-62); processor 
6 for calculating a range of image sizes(of 1 and 2 bytes) for printing based on a 
plurality of factors (such as aspect ratio, compression rate and available dummy pixels); 
selecting image sizes based on the rotation of the received image, see col. 41, lines 
63-69 and col. 43, lines 1-10; receiving a user preferred image size (user designated 
picture parameters);and determining (via information file management, according to col. 
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42, lines 1-3), whether the user preferred image size is within the range. See also col. 
41, lines 1-10. 

Koyama teaches all of the subject matter upon which the claim depends except for 
the selecting of the user preferred image size in response to the user preferred image 
size being within said range and selecting the at least one of the image sizes in said 
range for printing said image in response to said user-preferred image size falling out of 
the range. 

Nakata teaches selecting the user preferred image size for printing said 
image in response to said user preferred image size being within said range; and 
selecting said at least one of said image sizes in said range for printing said image in 
response to said user preferred image size falling outside of said range (see col. 1 , line 
66 - col. 2, line 27). 

Since Koyama and Nakata are both directed toward printers for printing images 
of different sizes based upon different factors, the purpose of selecting the image size 
with respect to a certain range and selecting images falling outside a certain range 
would have been recognized by Koyama as set forth by Nakata. 

It would have been obvious to modify system controller 6 of Koyama or other 
management software or systems for selecting pictures that were within or without a 
certain range which has been designated by that system. 
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With respect to claim 18, Koyama teaches a system processor 6 for 
calculating a range of image sizes(of 1 and 2 bytes) for printing based on a plurality of 
factors (such as aspect ratio, compression rate and available dummy pixels). Nakata 
teaches selecting the user preferred image size for printing said image in response to 
said user preferred image size being within said range; and selecting said at least one 
of said image sizes in said range for printing said image in response to said user 
preferred image size falling outside of said range (see col. 1 , line 66 - col. 2, line 27). 
The combination of the rejection is previously set forth in this numbered paragraph. 

With respect to clam 19, Koyama teaches receiving a user preferred image size 
(user designated picture parameters);and determining (via information file management, 
according to col. 42, lines 1-3), whether the user preferred image size is within the 
range. See also col. 41, lines 1-10. 

With respect to claim 21 , see the operation unit 10. 
With respect to claim 22, the user interface includes keypads as an input 

device. 



3. 



Application/Control Number: 09/852,263 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2626 

Claims 1 1 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Koyama. 

Koyama teaches all of the subject matter upon which this claim depends 
except for the use of A3 size paper. 

Koyama does provide for the use of A6 paper as referred to at col. 15, lines 5-10. 

But the use of A3 paper does not appear to provide any significant advantages 
over the use of A6. Hence, it would have been recognized to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to interchange the size papers as set forth by the recipient of the printed matter. 



4. Claims Objected 

Claims 5 and 6 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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5. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerome Grant II whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7463. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore, can be reached on 571-272-7463. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



J. Grant II 




JEROME GRANT 
BRIMABff examiner 



